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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery i s  located on a s teep  h i l l s i d e  among the 

farmlands of southwestern Wythe County. Its pr incipal  i n t e r e s t  is i t s  42 gravestones s e t  
i n  the  northwest corner of the  cemetery. Among the 250 t o  300 t o t a l  stones, there  a r e  
a few l a t e r  19th-century ones of i n t e r e s t ,  aild about 50 markers date from the years 
following 1900. 

Like the other  Germanic stones found i n  Southwest Virginia, the Zion group is 
comprised of thick sandstone markers carved on both s ides  and of ten decorated on the edges 
a s  well. The monuments a t  Zion bear t he  s t y l i s t i c  marks of the  carver who produced the 

II 
stones a t  Kimberling Church i n  Wythe County, a t  Sharon Church i n  Bland County, and a t  
Central Church, Burke's Garden, i n  Tazewell County. They show a greater  variety of shape? 
than the  stones a t  any of t he  l a t t e r  cemeteries, but  the  idiosyncratic shapes belonq m s t l y  
t o  footstones, suggesting t h a t  these were omitted o r  have not survived a t  the  other 
cemeteries. Also unlike the other cemeteries, Zion Church's cemetery contains a s izable  
minority of Germanic stones with surviving inscr ipt ions .  From these it is  evident t h a t ,  
although the stones have dates ranging from the 1790s t o  1840, they a l l  were carved ca. 
1835 t o  1840. It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a sk i l l ed  carver moved t o  the  area i n  the  mid-1830s and 
provided stones f o r  many graves,which formerly had been marked with improvised stone o r  
wooden markers,then completed h i s  work by 1840. 

I Most of the  headstones consis t  of square-shouldered rectangular bodies with central  
rounded elements a t  t he  top; t he  l a t t e r  a r e  e i t h e r  semicircular and p l a in  o r  a r e  three- 

I quarter  c i r c l e s  with reeded edges. On the fcces these cen t r a l  elements contain a c e ~ t r a l  
decoration, usually a s ix -o r  eight-petaled flower, surrollnded by a s ty l ized  sc ro l l .  Some- 
times the inscr ip t ion ,  which i s  normally done i n  cursive s c r i p t ,  i s  flanked by s p i r a l  
p i l a s t e r s  topped by pinwheels. More of ten,  however, it is  enframed i n  heavy moldinqs. 

i Tie reverses of the  stones a l so  employ sunflowers and six- and eight-petaled flowers i n  
t h e i r  tyrnpanums and commonly have a vine, flanked by the p i l a s t e r s  and pinwheels, carved 
on t h e i r  rectangular bodies. Of the unreeded stones,  the one erected for  Peter Huddle 
(d. 1828) i s  a well-preserved example. Matilda Groseclose's (d. 1837) stone i s  a good 
example of the  reeded var ie ty ,  and the  grani te- l ike  monument of Emiline Jemima Groseclose 
(d. 1840) is  a s t r i k ing ly  well-preserved specimen of typical  back decoration. 

Most of t he  fanc i fu l ly  shaped footstones have undulating tops and reeded edges. These 
too have vegetative motifs and pinwheels and p i l a s t e r s ;  many of them have hear ts  as  well. 

A few examples of homemade stones survive. These range from the unshaped and unlet terf  
rocks which a r e  found i n  every German cemetery t o  t h e  plain  hand-lettered rectangular s lab  
erected for  Beulah Miller (d. 1920). 

The present church a t  Zion, the t h i rd  on the s i t e ,  is a p la in  rectangular brick 

. building with a corner tower topped by an open be l f ry .  It was b u i l t  i n  1940. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r eg i s t e r  bounds coincide with t he  bounds of the cemetery as delineated on the 
U.S.G.S. 7.5' quadrangle for  Speedwell, Virginia (1968). 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Set m n g  the ro l l i ng  farmlands of southwestern Wythe County, Zion Lutheran Cemetery 
contains 42 excel lent ly  preserved examples of Germanic gravestonessimilar t o  those found 
i n  l e s se r  numbers and i n  poorer condition i n  several  other outlying Lutheran cemeteries 
around Wytheville. These ra re  stones are  among the few v is ib le  reminders t h a t  the  area 
was heavily s e t t l e d  by Germans i n  the l a t e  18th century and r e m i n s  populated by persons 
of German descent. 

r and for  the  f i r s t  church on the  s i t e  was given by John Stanger i n  1794. The 
congregation had been formed i n  1791 with Stanger serving a s  i t s  pastor  from 1791 t o  
1924. Although the 18th-century log church w a s  replaced by a frame building i n  1856, 
it stood a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  the  l a t e  1870s. The present brick s t ruc ture  dates from 1940. 

: The Germanic gravestones a t  Zion Church are  graphic evidence of the strength of 
Continental cu l ture  i n  t h a t  area of Flythe County. Later than i n  any other  area of 

! Virginia, persons of German descent there  retained elements of t h e i r  ancestral  material 

i cul ture  t rad i t ions .  In furniture-making and i n  carpentry, a s  i n  gravestones, European 

I forms survived there  u n t i l  the  end of the  19th century. 
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